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PREFACE.

~—0O——

Tais Maxvarn of the Bellary District has been compiled
under the Orders of Government, dated September 9th,
1869, No. 2,646. Tt is one of a series of Manuals to be
prepared for each district of the Presidency, and of which
those of Madura and Vizagapatam have already been
published.

The spelling throughout is according to the authorized
form as directed by the Board of Revenue, but no alteration
has been made in the case of words which have become
stereotyped, as Bellary (Ballari), Cuddapah (Kadapa), &c.
[ noticed when too late that the name of Sir T. Muxro
had been systematically spelt “DMonro” which is incorrect,
though my recollection is that the name is so spelt on his
tombstone in the Gooty cemetery. In the same way
Hindipdr should throughout the book be altered to Hin-
dupdr. It is named after Hinou Rao, father of the
celebrated Morar1 Rao.

I desire to take this opportunity of thanking all those
‘who bave assisted me in preparing this ManvAL, especially
Mr. Master and Mr. Gisson—Collector and Head Assist-
'ant Collector of the district—without whose ready assist-
;ance I should have found even greater difficulty than was
actually experienced in compiling the MaKNUAL at so great
a distance from the district as Vizagapatam : also the
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Rev. T. FourLkes who put within my reach the materials
for the sketch of the early history and who was good
enough to look over and correct the proofs of that portion
of the MSS. I am also indebted to Mr. MacarRTNEY, the
Rev. E. Lewis and the Rev. P. Dovig, for the Chapters
they have contributed on the history of Sanddr and on
the Protestant and Catholic Missions.

Some of the subjects—notably the “ Flora” and “Fauna”
in Part I—have not been treated as fully as I could have
wished, but the time at my disposal was limited, and T
have not been so fortunate as to meet with any one whose
knowledge of Botany and Natural History might have

supplemented my own deficiencies.

VELLORE,
JOHN KELSALL.

June 24th, 1872.



CHIEF EDITOR’S NOTE

A series of manuals and gazetteers giving an exhaustive report of each of the districts
of erstwhile Madras Presidency including Bellary District was prepared in the second
half of the 19* century. The main object of preparing these reports was to give a detailed
account of the history, physical features, social, economic and cultural conditions of the
people of the respective regions. Keeping in view the purpose and method of gazetteer
writing, the authors and compilers of the gazetteers have fully justified the time taken in
the preparation of these useful and informative documents.

The manual of the Bellary district as compiled by John Kelsall of the Madras Civil
Service was printed by Wm. Thomas in the Lawrence Asylum press, Mount Road, Madras
in the year 1872. This was replaced by the Bellary District Gazetteer in the year 1904,
Edited by W. Francis. In accordance with the policy of the Central Government for
publication of new gazetteers for all the districts in India, the revised edition of the Bellary
district gazetteer was brought out in the year 1972. ‘

The erstwhile Bellary District was part of the then Kishkinda region. It was ruled
by the Shatavahanas, the Kadambas and the Chalukyas. In-fact, Hampi which is part of
the Bellary District was the capital of the then Vijayanagar empire. In 1800, the Nizam
agreed to cede to the British all the territories acquired by him under the two treaties of
1792 and 1799 in return for a subsidiary force to be stationed in his dominions and thus
the district of Bellary, Anantapur, Caddapah and part of Karnool known as ceded districts
passed into the hands of the British.

After Independence in 1947, the province of Sandur was included in the erstwhile
district of Bellary District. With the formation of the state.of Andhra Pradesh in the year
1953, the district of Bellary was transferred to the then state of Mysore. This means that
the district of Bellary was a part of Karnataka State three years before the formation of
Vishala Karnataka.

The Karnataka Gazetteer Department established in 1958 with the object of bringing
out the district gazetteers has completed the publication of gazetteers of all districts, but
for the newly forms ones, the information about which is already found in the volumes



published on the undivided districts. The department has also undertaken the task of
reprinting the most valuable and brittle gazetteers of yore, brought out by eminent
personalities like James Campbell, B.L. Rice, C. Hayavadana Rao and others. The
department has also completed the task of digitising all the volumes into a set of nine
C.D.s. The C.D’s are available for sale in the department. The department has successfully
launched all the gazetteers on government website http://kannadasiri.kar.nic.in. In
persuance of this, the present edition is brought out as a reprint of the Bellary District
Manual published in the year 1872 by John Kelsall along with the Gazetteer Edited by
William Francis in 1904 and supplements published in 1904 and 1915.

The Department has brought out reprints of eight gazetteers belonging to the 19t
century which are of very rare value. The intention behind reprint of old gazetteers in
their original format using the latest technological tools is to keep the posterity posted of
the stupendous scholarly and academic errands carriedout by eminent officers of yore
not withstanding the innumerable hazards they faced beginning with the collection of
relevent data till the printing stage. In order to maintain the logical sequence, selected
contemparory photggraphes have been included which are not found in the original. I
hope this reprinted volume will be well received.

I wish to express by deep sense of the gratitude to Mr. K.K. Mishra, IAS, Chief
Secretary to Government of Karnataka and the Chairman of Gazetteer Advisory
Committee for his valuable guidance in the activities of the department. I express my
heartfelt thanks to Smt. Usha Ganesh, IAS, Principal Secretary to Government, Kannada
and Culture Department for her valuable guidance in all our ventures. The timely help
rendered by Dr. K. Paddayya, Director, Deccan Institute of Advance Studies in
Archaeology, Pune, in lending the rare volume of the Bellary District compiled by
Mr. John Kelsall is always remembered. I gratefully acknowledge the Departments of
Information and State Archaeology for providing valuable photographs. I place on record
the services of Sri. S.A. Jagannath, Senior Editor and Dr. A. Lakshminarasimhan,
Investigator who have efficiently supervised the work of printing. Ithank M/s Parishree
Printers for executing the work meticulously.

H. CHITTARANJAN K.AsS.
Bangalore Chief Editor
2004 , Karnataka Gazetteer
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